LIFE   OF  LORD   REDESDALE
ability who have tried in vain to help Ireland, and have
returned discredited home.  As Lord Chancellor he was
assailed with unscrupulous malignity, and his self-control
and forbearance, under almost intolerable provocation
during those years of struggle and disappointment cannot
fail to win respect and admiration. The Tories minimized
the wrongs of Ireland; the Whigs magnified them: Lord
Redesdale was among the few who viewed them in their
true proportion, and for this he was criticized by the
extremists of both parties. During his life the world was
changing rapidly. He represented a national type which has
almost passed away, and his honest and consistent convic-
tions appear occasionally as strangely archaic to a genera-
tion reared in a more democratic atmosphere. His actions
sometimes met with vigorous criticism, but all men
recognized his kindly nature, his sincerity and patriotism
and the ability with which he carried out his duties. Like
many others of his class and time, he sometimes failed to
realize the giant forces at work behind the ancient system
which he venerated so deeply, but which it was necessary
to adapt to the requirements of modern progress and to the
living problems of the age. What seems obvious, and is
generally accepted to-day, was often anathema to the
benevolent old gentlemen of his time.
It is more fitting that the final estimate of his character
and work should be given by another, and the writer feels
she could not conclude a life of John Mitford with a juster
tribute than that paid in 1846 by Mr. Townsend, Recorder
of Macclesfield, by whom he was included among Eng-
land's Twelve Eminent Judges.
" Few lawyers have filled with credit so many and such
distinct offices of trust and power, nor have any crowded
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